Autumn Poker Paddle on Eloika Lake
The 5th Annual Kayak and Canoe Poker Paddle will launch Saturday morning,      September 17th from Jerry’s Landing Resort on Eloika Lake. This family-fun fall event, which attracts paddlers of all ages and abilities, is open to those 5 years and older. Participants will launch at 10am and paddle to five card stop locations around Eloika Lake.  The paddle course is approximately six miles and generally takes about 2 hours to complete.  For the first time there will be a kid’s category for ages 5-12. 

Pre-registration through the Spokane Parks and Recreation Department is $20 for ages 13 and up.  Late registration the day of the event is $25.  Kids 5-12 years may also pre-register or sign-up the day of the event for only $5. Paddle participants must provide their own kayaks, canoes, or other paddle craft, or arrange to rent one. Also, life jackets are mandatory for all participants!  Parks and Recreation has a limited supply of boats available to rent for just $10. To pre-register and rent kayaks or canoes, use Activity # 18941 and call Spokane Parks and Recreation at (509) 625-6200 or go on-line at www.spokaneparks.org.  You can also find the direct link to parks and recreation by visiting the Eloika website at www.eloikalake.com.  Information and photos from last year’s poker paddle can also be found on the website.  

The event is hosted by the Eloika Lake Association (ELA), a non-profit organization working to protect and enhance the lake’s natural beauty and promote its quiet scenery, fisheries and wildlife.  City of Spokane Parks and Recreation partners with the ELA, sponsors prizes and provides kayaks and canoes for rental.  Many volunteers from the lake, paddling enthusiasts, Mountain Gear and numerous other local businesses also contribute to make this special event possible.  For many families, the Poker Paddle has become an annual tradition. Monies from the event support education, outreach and enhancement projects on Eloika Lake.

Eloika Lake is located 22 miles northeast of Spokane and west of Highway 2.  Watch for brightly colored directional banners on Highway 2 to direct you via Oregon Road to the lake. The Poker Paddle headquarters are at Jerry’s Landing Resort.  Late registration begins at 9:00 a.m. and sign-in for pre-registrations is at 9:30 a.m.  A liability waiver is required for all to participate and adults must sign for those under 18.  The event is expected to end around one o’clock in the afternoon.

Camping is also available at Jerry’s Landing Resort. The resort has available, among other things, docks for fishing, boat rentals, a store and a swim beach.  Contact the resort at (509) 292-2337 to reserve a spot.

Any additional questions regarding the Poker Paddle may be directed by email to eloika@aimcomm.com or by calling 509-363-5418.
