Eloika Lake   By Tammy Magnuson
Autumn is one of the nicest and quietest times of the year to spend on Eloika Lake.  It is a great time to fish, paddle or just enjoy the cooler temperatures and emerging fall colors.  The King Fisher bird is very active this time of year; fishing along the shoreline--its distinctive chattering call alerting you to its location as it flies from tree to tree. The King Fisher waits patiently to dive into the shallow waters for a feast at the lakes edge.
 Meanwhile, the noisy Osprey also called Fish Hawks are now headed to South America and the annual migration of many species of hawks has already occurred. We are fortunate here on the lake to observe the hawks when they catch strong air currents as cold fronts move in and out, taking the birds higher and higher into the jet stream and propelling them to Southern and warmer destinations. A great way to witness this unique occurrence is by watercraft out on the lake. For the past two years, this annual migration of Hawks has coincided with or near the Annual Kayak and Canoe Poker Paddle.
The 5th Annual Poker Paddle was held on September 17th with 48 participants.  First time kayaker Amy McCauley of Spokane was the Best Hand Winner in the Adult Division.  She won the beautiful and unique hand-carved commemorative paddle, as well as, a Kayak Paddle and PFD Vest.  Amy stated that “she always wanted to try kayaking and loved it.” Amy was last seen headed to Spokane to look at kayaks!  The Annual Poker Paddle has proved itself once again to be not only fun but a great way to introduce newcomers to the sport of kayaking and to Eloika Lake; a fine place to paddle! 
New to the Poker Paddle this year was a kids division. The winners in the kid’s events were:  5-8 year old Jenacy Nevin and 9-12 year old Alex Hawley; both of Spokane.  They each won an awesome fishing package.  Everyone was a winner; going home with lots of wonderful items donated by the following businesses and individuals which make up our fine local surrounding communities.   A BIG THANK YOU to the participants, to these businesses, and also to the many volunteers and friends from the Eloika Lake Association who made this event such a success.
Sculley’s Automotive 

Shaky Grounds Espresso 
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Pam & Larry Tillman  

Bill Egger Meats
Cookie Billups 
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Ray’s Auto N’ AC 
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Lory Roth 

Riverside Service 

Spokane Parks & Recreation 
Deer Park Napa 
Picture Peddler 

Mountain Gear

Jerry’s Landing Resort 

Eloika Lake Association  

Magnuson/Sweeney Family 

Park Way Automotive   

Liberty VanDyke 

Country Garden Farm 

Rosha’s Remedies  

Greg Walczak & Friends 

