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Common Loons on Eloika Lake
Eloika Lake

Eloika Lake became ice-free on April 12th and it didn’t take long for waterfowl to settle in. The sleek and stealthy Common Loons were some of the first to show, with their beautiful calls echoing around the lake.  What a thrill it is to hear and see these rare and sensitive birds, who are so threatened by fishing line entanglement and lead poisoning.  Loons will die within several days of ingesting lead sinkers, thinking they are small pebbles which are needed to aid with digestion. This is a tragic event that occurs annually in our regional waters, with numerous species of waterfowl. Recreationists must be more proactive and take care of our precious waters. You can help by using lead free sinkers, not tossing fishing line, hooked fish and other debris overboard. Not only do waterfowl suffer the consequences of such actions, but so to do eagles, ospreys and other wildlife.  Witnessing the death of these animals from such carelessness is agonizing, so please be thoughtful while having fun on the water.  
The returning waterfowl cavity nesters have been plentiful this spring, including wood ducks, buffleheads, hooded and common mergansers and golden eyes.  Our river friends, the otters, have been playfully playing the water along the shoreline, while beavers are busy accessing flooded wetlands for those normally harder-to-reach trees and vegetation.  The Ospreys returned as the ice retreated and have been battling with the Bald Eagles over territorial disputes.  Several of the nests that the Ospreys use yearly did not survive the rough winter and Eagles are rather picky about who their neighbors will be.  Many have witnessed their exciting aerial acrobatics.  The immature eagles seem to enjoy harassing the ducks, causing them to dive repeatedly and submerge for protection.  The woods around the lake have revealed what a hard winter it was, with many deer and turkey carcasses scattered about.  Mother Nature tries to provide balance, though by the looks of our yards, gardens and trees, it seems the deer/turkey population is out of balance – having eaten most everything. Winter snowfall did a fine and somewhat devastating job of pruning the bigger conifer and deciduous trees as well.  It’s not too soon to think about clearing this past winter’s deadfall to eliminate ladder fuels for the fast-approaching fire season.  
With spring here at long last, many boaters have been out fishing and others paddling, enjoying early season access and the benefits of higher water.  Eloika Lake Association (ELA) members will work with a consultant beginning in May to do test plots around the lake, testing a fairly new product called Muck Buster.  It is a natural enzyme product that can help reduce sedimentation.  It has been used successfully in ponds and we plan to see if it can be effective in a larger lake.  Expect to see some test plots on both the East and West shoreline of the lake this summer.  Please stay clear of those areas, as water disturbance needs to be minimized. Lake association members will be monitoring the test plots for results. 

On Saturday, May 9th, the lake association will host a breakfast at the VFW in Elk, from 8 -11a.m. The menu options are: pancakes and sausage or biscuits and gravy, both served with coffee, tea or juice.  Prices will be $5 for adults and $3 for kids 8 and under. This will be a great opportunity to take Mom out to breakfast early, the day before Mothers’ Day, or have a good breakfast before heading out to all the plant and yard sales that will be happening in our area that Saturday.  
A public meeting will be held Wednesday, May 13th beginning at 6 p.m. at the Riverside Fire Station.  This meeting is to present information about the Aquatic Vegetative Management Plan that has been written for Eloika Lake.  Mr. Thomas Wimpy of Inland Water Pest Control & Consulting will discuss the purpose, recommendations and goals of the plan. ELA members worked closely with Mr. Wimpy to develop the plan for Eloika Lake. All lake residents are encouraged to attend the meeting.  A follow-up workshop will be held Saturday, May 16th.     The Eloika Lake Association and Mr. Wimpy will host this hands-on Aquatic Weed Identification Workshop.  The field session is being presented as an educational tool for lake owners to learn more about native and non-native aquatic weeds, identification, treatment options, state requirements and procedures for removal and disposal.  Those attending need not be members of the association – it is open to any lake or river resident.  The association will provide a BBQ/Social afterwards, so that lake neighbors can get to know one another better.  The workshop begins at 2 p.m. and ends at 4 p.m. It will be held at the public boat launch, located off Bridges Road, just west of Millers One Stop.  The BBQ will follow the workshop, please bring your own beverage and lawn chair.  The rest is being provided by the lake association. You must call 292-2100 or email eloika@aimcomm.com to reserve a spot, if you plan to attend the workshop and/or BBQ.  
In other news, the lake association is developing a new brochure, as well as a booklet for lake residents that will include the best management practices for taking care of your shoreline and wetland areas.  It will be another tool to assist in learning more about potential or existing impacts to our lake and how best to protect and enhance the lake and be good land and water stewards.  Among the things we have learned about Eloika Lake, we know that it is relatively healthy in many respects, due in part to lower population densities compared to other lakes of similar size. The lake association’s goal is to educate its members as well as others, and strive for more informed action when dealing with water or aquatic weed issues. We hope that lake residents will take advantage of the free workshop being offered on the 16th and the educational materials that have been put together by the Eloika Lake Association and Thomas Wimpy. For more information, please email the association at eloika@aimcomm.com or contact Tammy at 292-2100.

One of the key supporters of the ELA’s efforts in recent years is the Spokane County Conservation District (SCCD).  They will be holding their annual meeting on May 30th ,  Saturday from 10 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. at the Inland Grange.  The meeting includes a free lunch and a tour of area projects the Conservation District has been conducting. Contact the SCCD office at 509-535-7274 for more details.
Additional information about Eloika Lake may be viewed at www.eloikalake.com

