Eloika Lake 

It was a remarkable winter, as seen by the number of ice fisherman on Eloika Lake. The winter was assisted by, an early cold freeze ensuring solid ice all season.  Fishing was good with a variety of species caught and remained steady all winter long.  Other winter outdoor recreational enthusiasts also enjoyed a long season of wildlife viewing, cross country skiing, snowshoeing and even some ice skating, all right out the front door. After what has been another very long winter with substantial snow and below average temperatures, the ice sheet is nearing its awaited spring departure.  Winter 2007-08’s ice began to break up around the April 10th.  As of the week of March 20th 2009, the lake ice was still an impressive 14-16 inches thick.  However, the spring run-off has recently begun rising, softening the ice edges and making access more challenging.  Eloika Lake’s Jerry’s Landing Resort plans to open to the public for their spring season just as soon as the ice disappears. Get ready for early spring boat and dock fishing. You may call the resort at 292-2337 for more information.
Spring ice breakup is really a spectacular time to view the lake.  Eagles are very active as the ice retreats, and all kinds of waterfowl including swans and loons, use the lake for a migration layover.  Some linger longer than others. Early morning and evenings are the best time to view the bigger flocks arriving and/or departing.   If a very windy day arises, the ice begins to move and break up, and the resulting sounds can be amazing.  Together, nature and Eloika Lake have a lot to offer and the show is free. Don’t forget your camera and binoculars.  
As a cautionary reminder, it is not recommended that boats be out on the lake before the ice is completely gone.  Wind can shift the ice rapidly, capsizing boats and occupants.  Also, please wear your PFD’s (personal flotation device).  Last year there was a near drowning after the ice went off.   Lake residents will want to have their boat and gear ready early, in the event of an emergency. If you see someone in trouble call  911 immediately, and attempt assistance only if you are absolutely able.  With extremely cold water temperatures, hypothermia sets in rapidly.  It is the lake residents’ duty to help educate those who are using the lake to its potential hazards.  Please enjoy the lake, but do so safely.
In other news, the Eloika Lake Association (ELA) will host a general meeting for lake residents and members on April 8th.  The meeting will be held Wednesday evening beginning at 6 p.m. at the Riverside Fire Station.  This will be the first of two general meetings held this year by the lake organization.   The second, the annual summer potluck and social will be held in August.  
At the April 8th meeting, Tom Wimpy of Inland Water Pest Control & Consulting will discuss the Integrated Aquatic Vegetation Management Plan for Eloika Lake, which he has drafted in collaboration with the Association’s Lake Plan Committee.   Please attend this important meeting to learn more about the official plan for Eloika Lake.  The Committee, after months of dedicated work and aquatic weed research, along with data gathered by Mr. Wimpy, has come up with specific recommendations and alternatives for managing Eloika Lake’s native and non-native invasive aquatic weeds.  Additionally, the Association plans to have a representative from PBS&J Engineering and Consulting firm to speak.  They have been analyzing watershed data for the West Branch of the Little Spokane River, which includes water storage options within the watershed.  
As one of several fundraising events for 2009, the ELA will be preparing and serving breakfast on Saturday May 9th,  from  8 – 11 a.m. at the downtown Elk VFW.  The menu and prices will be posted in next month’s edition of the Sentinel. Additionally, Eloika Lake residents should note the date Saturday, May 16th , 2009. A hands-on educational workshop will be conducted by Tom Wimpy to inform and instruct us on how to: identify aquatic invasive weeds, obtain permits for personal weed management, and learn what treatment options we have to address aquatic weed problems on our lakefront properties.  The Association will host a barbeque afterwards for all participating residents.   Both the educational event and barbeque are free.  Check back for more details and how to sign up in the May edition of the Sentinel.
For more information about Eloika Lake and upcoming events, please contact Tammy Magnuson, ELA President @ 292-2100 or xcfrog@aimcomm.com .
Have a wonderful spring!

